
Three-Day National Conference on: 

Development and Resilience among Dalits in India: 
Towards understanding differences and diversity between and within States 

9-11 January 2020 
Department of Economics  

University of Calicut,  

Dr John Matthai Centre, Thrissur, Kerala-680618 
Website: economics.uoc.ac.in 

In association with  

KILA (Kerala Institute of Local Administration) 

Call for Abstracts/Papers 

Department of Economics, University of Calicut, is pleased to organise a national conference on: Development and 

Resilience among Dalits in India to be held in Thrissur, Kerala during 9-11 January 2020 in association with KILA 

(Kerala Institute of Local Administration), an autonomous institution functioning as nodal agency of government of 

Kerala for local governance and decentralisation and has a Centre for Subaltern Studies headed by Prof. P. Sivanandan.  

Submission of Abstract 

Abstract should be submitted to 

dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com and confined to 

400 words, excluding name and designation of the 

author/s, title and keywords, should be typed in MS 

Word, in Times New Roman having a font size of 12 

and 1.15 line space. It should, from the very start, 

precisely state a) the problem (100 words), clearly 

mention b) objectives and brief c) methods of study 

(225 words) and d) preliminary findings (75).  

Note: The abstracts will be selected on the basis of a 

blind peer-review process. Criteria are thematic fit 

(33%), contribution to the literature and body of 

knowledge in general (33%); and quality of 

methodology and analytical rigor (33%). 

Submission of Full Paper: 

Full paper should be submitted to 

dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com and should not 

exceed 7000 words, excluding footnote, endnote and 

reference (not bibliography) in MS Word A4 size. The 

main text should be in Times New Roman having a font 

size of 12 and 1.5 line space. Main title should be in 

Calibri (body) having a font size of 18 and the sub-titles 

should be the same font having 14 font size and be in 

bold. Referencing should follow APA style. 

Registration fee: (SC & ST exempted) 

Paper submission category amount 

Teaching faculty  INR 1500 

Research scholar  INR 1000 

The registration fee for the Conference includes 

payment towards a conference kit (comprising the 

summaries of all the papers presented at the Conference, 

a conference bag, stationery, etc.), and modest 

accommodation and meals.                                                                                       

 

 

The conference intends to invite papers on the following 

themes and confines to regional-specific issues among 

Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes in India  

 

Conference Themes ** 

 

Theme I: Human Development Profile of Dalits in 

India (HDP-DI assessment) 

Theme II: Poverty and Inequality  

Theme III: Caste, class, gender and culture 

Theme IV: Environment and Dalit living 

Theme V: Emerging markets, labour and capital 

Theme VI: Institutions, policies and decentralisation 

** Please refer to the conference brochure for details 

regarding themes and registration procedure.  

Best Paper Award: Dr John Matthai Memorial Award 

is conferred to young scholar below 35 years.   

 

Dates to remember: 

Last date of abstract submission: 20 November 2019 

Intimation of acceptance/decline of abstract: 

                        25 November 2019 

Last date of submission of full paper:  

                        20 December 2019  

Last date of registration: 20 December 2019 

Conference dates: 9, 10, 11 January 2020 

Preconference colloquium date: 8 January 2020 

All queries relating to the conference should be 

addressed to dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com.  

Mobile: 8089329413, 9895256817, 9746937625 
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Concept Note 

‘Dalit’ is an all-inclusive term used for those who are marginalised off the 

development initiatives take place in an economy. “The term ‘Dalit’ is derived from 

the Sanskrit root ‘dal’ which means to crack, open, split etc. It is used to denote the 

untouchable castes as the broken victims of the Indian social order” (Eleanor 1992).  

But for the time being, for the purpose of generating a focused discussion, we confine 

the concept to denote only Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. To be on margins 

off the growth and development process hinders a society in its movement in the 

trajectory of overall social development and deprive them of the basic needs and 

facilities. The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled tribes comprise about 16.6% and 8.6%, 

respectively of India’s population (Registrar General of India 2011) and they remain 

as a deprived category among social groups in the country. Consequently, there is a 

pressing need of scrutinising these two social groups in political, social, cultural and 

economic spheres in order to understand how their development and resilience are 

shaped over time. For realisation of inclusive growth guidelines prescribed in SDGs, 

how resilient is a society matters in the course of dynamically changing world. 

There are distinct dissimilarities among the states in India in the perception of Dalits, 

of being an Ambedkarite, of reading or accepting Ambedkar, in the extent of casteism 

or classism practiced, in the rights asserted, in the voices in action and protest against 

exploitations exerted over them by external people, in the subsequent reactions in both 

support and neglect, in the freedom and entitlements enjoyed in different walks of 

life, and in the way print, mass and social media, cinemas, and literature deal with 

them. Moreover, emerging markets having huge potential of technology, financialised 

capital, liberalised policies have wide-ranging impacts weighing negatively on the 

transformation of the marginalised especially SCs and STs. Last but not least, Dalits 

are considered as protectors of natural resources and environment thanks to their 

most probable and commonly seen proximity to places which are ecologically 



sensitive. And, however, they are first to be and often times subject to be displaced by 

natural disasters and man-made development ‘encroachments’ in all forms of state 

and private sponsored initiatives.  

This conference, in this context, has two very peculiar objectives: firstly, recognizing 

the interdisciplinarity of the subject matter, this conference encourages the 

researchers, academics, practitioners and activists from varying disciplines to come 

up with validated and relevant research papers in the themes and subthemes 

mentioned below. Secondly, this conference may be a pioneering step to facilitate a 

platform for the scholars from different states in India to share the state of Dalits in 

the prescribed themes and subthemes in their respective states, understand and 

compare with that of Dalits in the host state Kerala and decide whether there exists a 

‘model of development’ or mere ‘development experience’ or else have a ‘mutual give-

and-take’ while delving into minute aspects of Dalit development.  

The conference will be an amalgamation of: a) pre-conference colloquium, b) 

inaugural session and keynote address, c) Memorial Lecture in honour of Dr John 

Matthai, d) Endowment Lecture in honour of Prof MA Oommen- the first head of the 

Department of Economics, e) panel discussions, f) parallel technical sessions, g) 

cultural programs of Dalit, traditional and regional importance and h) valedictory 

session in which the Best Paper Award will be announced.  

 

Pre-conference colloquium - 8 January 2019 
 
‘Dalits in Kerala: Actions, Voices and Letters’ 
 

This colloquium is organised in order to enable the scholars/activists from other states 

understand how Dalits live, act and engage in all spheres of their economic, social and 

political life in general in Kerala. Apart from this, it helps the participants add to the 

existing knowledge how these are expressed in voices and letters among media, art, 

literature, cinemas, public spaces, etc. Though the state has undertaken change-setting 

affirmative actions for uplifting these marginalised sections, there are still ‘margins’ 

ostracised and remnants of misperceptions lingering in the spaces Dalits are dealt 

with. This should be critically evaluated in the context of dynamic changes happening 

in the liberalised modern present. 

About the University of Calicut 

The University of Calicut is the largest university in Kerala. Established in 1968 it is 

the second university to be set up in Kerala through a government plan bifurcating 

Kerala University. It aims to nurture excellence in education and research in its 

catchment areas of Northern Kerala, historically consigned to the periphery of 

Kerala’s academic map. 



With ‘Niramaya Karmana Sree’ as its motto the university has been able to surmount all 

challenges and emerge as the largest residential cum affiliating university in Kerala. 

With 30 post graduate departments and 373 affiliated colleges it has become a beacon 

of hope and enlightenment for hundreds of thousands of young men and women in 

North Kerala.  

 

About the Department of Economics  

The department of Economics, University of Calicut, started functioning in October 

1976 at Dr John Matthai Centre, the Thrissur Centre, with the leadership of Prof M A 

Oommen. The department offers Postgraduate courses (M.A. Economics and M.A. 

Financial Economics), MPhil and PhD programs. A large number of students have 

made their mark as well-known economists and policy makers and occupy top 

positions in national and international institutions including the Cambridge 

University, IIT, IIM, NIBM, IGIDR, TISS, MIDS and CDS and in the diplomatic 

government departments. 

The department is incomplete without the legendary figure in India’s pre and post-

independence history, Dr John Matthai, after whom this centre is named. Dr John 

Matthai (1886-1959) was born in Calicut on 10 January 1886. He was a lawyer by 

profession, but left it to pursue PhD from the London School of Economics. He worked 

for his D.Sc. degree under Prof Sydney Webb. He represented the United Provinces in 

the constituent assembly. Thanks to his diplomatic capabilities, he steered the 

Ministry of Finance under the Nehru government and presented two budgets. Apart 

from strategic engagements in various government departments, he proved his 

academic potential being the Vice Chancellor of the University of Bombay and then 

University of Kerala. He was also the leading architect in the establishment of National 

Council of Applied Economic Research. To his excellence in finance, he was the first 

Chairman of the State Bank of India. In 1959, he was conferred the Padma Vibhushan.  

After the demise of Dr Matthai in 1959, his widow, Smt Achamma Matthai, donated 

18 acres of land with a house to the University of Calicut to start the Department of 

Economics. In fond memory of Dr John Matthai, his birth anniversary (10th January) is 

celebrated as “Dr John Matthai Day” every year with commemorative lectures by 

renowned economists including Michael Tharakan, Prabhat Patnaik and Amiya 

Bagchi. 

About KILA 

Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA) is an autonomous institution 

functioning for the Local governments in Kerala. It was registered under the 

Travancore-Cochin Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies Act 1955. The Central 

university of Kerala has recognised it as a Research Centre attached to the Department 

of International Relations w.e.f 14 July 2014. Ever since its inception in 1990, KILA has 



been engaged in myriad of capacity building interventions on local governance and 

decentralization; including training, action-research, publications, seminars and 

workshops, consultancy, documentation, handholding and information services. The 

institute has a Centre for Subaltern Studies headed by Prof. P. Sivanandan 

Conference themes and subthemes  

As the conference is aimed at bringing the scholars/activists/practitioners at national 

level working in Dalit related areas in their respective states under a single umbrella, 

we encourage the participants to submit scholarly research papers focusing on stock-

taking of the themes below and ‘state-centred assessment’ over time.  

 

Theme I: Human Development Profile of Dalits in India (HDP-DI assessment)  

Demography and population,  

Health and sanitation 

Education and schooling 

Social and human capital formations 

Socio-economic status (SES) surveys 

Access to information  

Association and memberships  
 

Theme II: Poverty and Inequality 

Vertical and horizontal inequality: inter and intragroup dimensions  

Absolute and relative poverty: inter and intra group dimensions 

Social exclusion and inclusion  

Dalit habitats and spatiality of settlements  

Formation of Dalit colonies and living 

Rural infrastructure and facilities  
 

Theme III: caste, class, gender and culture 

Cultural history of dalits in India 

Ambedkar and post-Ambekarites 

Caste and class debate 

Dalits and gender: vulnerability and double deprivation  

Dalit representation in politics and civic activities  

Law and constitutional safeguards  

Dalit writings and literature  

Dalit in cinemas and theatre: representation and depiction 

Dalits and mass and social media  

Atrocities against dalits and reactions 

Conflict and peace building  

Dalits and modernity 

 



Theme IV: Environment and Dalit living 

   

Environment and Dalits in the light of SDGs: conservation, vulnerability and 

resistance  

Natural disasters: flood, drought, landslide, etc 

Human encroachment and man-made disasters  

Development-driven displacement and Dalits 

 

Theme V: Emerging markets, labour and capital 

Employment and unemployment situation in India  

Rural and urban divide in transformation within Dalits  

Informality and vulnerability  

Dalit work spaces  

Future and world of work 

Structural transformation of Dalit work 

Dalit capital 

Technological changes and its impact on dalits 

Digital economy and Dalit absorptive capacity   

 

Theme VI: Institutions, policies and decentralisation  

 

Dalits and SDGs 

Decentralisation and Dalits 

Dalit budgeting 

Finance commission and devolution of development funds  

Post-scrapping of planning commission phase and advent of NITI Aayog  

Financial inclusion initiatives 

Land reforms and Dalits 

 

Note: These are only indicative areas and paper writers are encouraged to make their 

own choice within the broad framework of the themes. 
 

Abstract and full paper submission: guidelines to the authors  

Who can submit and present: 

All research scholars and teachers from varying disciplines of social sciences and 

humanities, activists and practitioners can submit abstract and present paper at the 

conference. Joint paper should be confined to THREE authors only.   

 

 

 



Abstract  

Abstract should be confined to 400 words, excluding name and designation of the 

author/s, title and keywords, should be typed in MS Word, in Times New Roman 

having a font size of 12 and 1.15 line space. It should, from the very start, precisely 

state a) the problem (100 words), clearly mention b) objectives and brief c) methods of 

study (225 words for both) and d) preliminary findings (75 words).  

Abstract should follow the format: Title> Name of the author/s and email ID 

(designation with affiliation should be put in and as footnote of the respective name/s) 

> main text of abstract > keywords (minimum three and maximum five). 

The authors are kindly advised to send their abstract to:      

dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com writing only the TITLE of the abstract in full 

in the SPACE of ‘subject’ in the given format, e.g., ‘Social Transformation of Dalits in 

Andhra Pradesh’.  

Note: The abstracts will be selected on the basis of a blind peer-review process. Criteria 

are thematic fit (33%), contribution to the literature and body of knowledge in general 

(33%); and quality of methodology and analytical rigor (33%). 

Last date of abstract submission: 20 November 2019 

Intimation of acceptance/decline of abstract: 25 November 2019 

Full paper 

Full paper should not exceed 7000 words, excluding footnote, endnote and reference 

(not bibliography) in MS Word A4 size. The main text should be in Times New Roman 

having a font size of 12 and 1.5 line space. Main title should be in Calibri (body) having 

a font size of 18 and the sub-titles should be the same font having 14 font size and both 

should be in bold. Referencing should follow APA style.  

Full paper should follow the format: Title> Name of the author/s (designation should 

be put in and as footnote of the respective name/s) > main text of abstract > keywords 

> main text of the full paper > reference. (Please note that the full paper should be 

attached with a brief summary of the paper in 750-1000 words)  

The authors are kindly advised to send their full paper to: 

dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com writing only the TITLE of the paper in full 

in the SPACE for ‘subject’ in the given format, e.g., ‘Social Transformation of Dalits in 

Andhra Pradesh’.  

Last date of full paper submission: 20 December 2019 

Last date of submission of PPT file: 31 December 2019 
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Best paper award 

The organisers constitute the Best Paper Award in memorial of Dr John Matthai for 

young scholar below 35 years with a cash prize of INR 5000/-. So the authors are 

encouraged to write quality research paper with relevant content having strong 

methodology and validated analysis. 

Publication 

The organisers are interested to publish only the selected papers presented in the 

conference in and as an edited book.     

 

Important dates and Deadlines 

Abstract submission: 20 November 2019  

Intimation of acceptance of abstract: 25 November 2019 

Full paper submission: 20 December 2019 

Last date for registration: 20 December 2019 

 

Preconference colloquium: 8 January 2020, Conference dates: 9, 10, 11 January 2020 

Registration Fee 

 

Paper submission category  

 

 

Amount  

 

Faculty/practitioner/activist 

 

 

INR 1500 

 

Research scholar 

 

 

INR 1000 

 

 The registration fee for the Conference includes payment towards a conference 

kit (comprising the summaries of all the papers to be presented by the delegates 

and the invited scholars at the Conference, a conference bag, stationery, etc.) 

accommodation and modest meals. 

 SC and ST delegates are exempted from registration fee. Therefore they 

should attach caste certificate along with the registration form. 

 The delegate can register only once the abstract is accepted. Once the 

registration is complete no amount will be reimbursed at any time. 

 Registration is compulsory. No acceptance of abstract and submission of full 

paper are valid unless and until the delegates complete the registration 

procedure. Registration form to be filled in is attached herewith in the 

bottom of the brochure.  

 Registration will be open from 26 November 2019 to 20 December 2019 



 In case of multiple authors (Three Authors ONLY), all are advised to register 

separately. Only the registered authors will receive the certificate.  

 Only one submission is entertained.  

 

Travel and accommodation  

Travel reimbursement (Sleeper Class train within shortest distance) will be confined 

to SC and ST delegates ONLY. But accommodation with modest meals will be 

provided for ALL delegates. The delegates in the general category should bear travel 

expenses of their own. Those who are eligible for travel grant should produce the to 

and fro train tickets during the conference days.  

Modes of payment 

Registration fee may be paid by way of NEFT/RTGS Transfer. 

Details for the NEFT/RTGS Transfers: 

Account Name: Head of the Department  

Account No: 57069787438 

Bank & Branch: State Bank of India, Westfort, Thrissur 

IFSC Code: SBIN0070735 

 
NOTE: Scan Copy of the transaction ID of the payment along with the filled-in 

Registration form and caste certificate, if applicable, should be mailed to 

dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com. 

 

Chairman  

Dr SHYJAN D 

Head of the Department 

Advisor 

Dr JOY ELAMON 

Director, KILA 

 

Organising committee 

Dr KV Ramachandran 

Dr Zabeena Hameed 

Dr KX Joseph 

Dr Deepa VD 

Dr KP Rajula Helen 

Ms Prinsha KP 

Ms Ardhana M Prabhash 

 

Coordinators 

Athira K 

Mohamed Anees M 

Anju C Mohan  
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Contact 

All queries relating to the conference should be addressed to: 

dalitconference2020jmc@gmail.com. 

Mobile: 8089329413, 9895256817, 9746937625 

Department of Economics 

University of Calicut, Dr John Matthai Centre 

Thrissur, Kerala, 680618 

Email: econhod@uoc.ac.in 

Website: https://economics.uoc.ac.in 
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National conference on: 

Development and Resilience among Dalits in India: 

Towards understanding differences and diversity between and within States 

9-11 January 2020 

Registration form 

 
Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..... 

 

Gender: ………………………………………………… Date of Birth …..………………………………………..  

Designation: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

University/Organisation: …………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

City………………………………………. Pin…………………… State………………………………………..... 

Mobile (Whatsapp)………………………………….. E mail id……………………………………........................ 

Title of the abstract: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Which of the SIX main THEMES your abstract is coming under?.………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Date of Arrival: ……………… Time: ………………… Flight/Train (Name & No.): …………………………….. 

Date of Departure: ……………….. Time: ………………. Flight/Train (Name & No.): ………………………….. 

If paid through NEFT/RTGS Transfer: 

Transaction Id: ………………………………………………….. Date of Transfer: ………………………………. 

Amount for Rs: …………………………………. 

Accommodation required (Please write Y for yes and N for no): …………………………………………………... 
 

 

 
Signature  

Date:  

*Scan Copy of the transaction ID of the payment along with the filled Registration Form and caste certificate, if applicable, 

should be emailed to dalitconference2019jmc@gmail.com 
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